Gender differences in the utilization of emergency department services.
Some of the suggested explanations of the well documented gender morbidity differences imply that these are not 'real' but the result of women's tendency to perceive and report more symptoms, to magnify symptom severity, and to seek help. To contribute to this debate, gender differences in utilization of a general hospital emergency department (ED), often used as a primary care service and for mild conditions, were studied. Data were collected from the general ED admissions registry for 6815 patients. In our data strikingly more men than women visited the ED during the period studied; generally, the same proportion of men and women were self-referred patients; and similar rates of both sexes were hospitalized regardless of type of referral. Thus, these findings suggest that, at least among ED patients, there is no gender differential in symptoms perception, evaluation, or presentation. Indications for these were somewhat found among young patients (aged 17-24) only. Alternatively, the findings with regard to this age group could reflect professional gender stereotyping at the primary care level.